THE MATERIAL CITY

53

SYDNEY

52

darling square 1
ALLEN JACK+COTTIER ARCHITECTS
Project: Darling Square 1 (DS1)
Client: Urbanest
Function: Student
accommodation
Design Team: AJ+C
Location: Darling Square,
Darling Harbour, Sydney
Builder:
Buildcorp Australia Pty Ltd
Photography: Tyrone Branigan,
AJ+C

PLACE DS1 expresses the transition between old and new, and in so doing
nurtures the transitional experience of student life. The site is wedged
between the old warehouse district of Ultimo and the shimmer and newness
of Darling Harbour, the boundary of old and new Sydney.
We envisaged a place for young people that’s fun, yet fosters learning
and creativity. Exploring a cosmopolitan harbour city will be a learning
experience for many students away from home for the first time. It will also
shape and define the rest of their lives.
MATERIALITY On the western side the colour, pattern and texture of old
warehouse brickwork is referenced in materials that are new. The western
façade resembles a thick wall; with deep-set openings akin to the robust
masonry of the neighbouring Powerhouse Museum and old wool stores in
Ultimo. The eastern side embodies the ripples and reflections of the nearby
harbour, and the glimmer of the city skyline beyond.
The façade offers the city a burst of colour and contrasts playfully against
a bright blue Sydney sky. Travelling along the elevated Pier Street the flash
of bright brickwork orange is a delightful contrast against a backdrop of
grey façades.

DESIGN Sitting alongside the new pedestrian link and light rail, the
building rests on a two-storey colonnade that references the trusses that
spanned the old goods line rail yards on the site until the 80’s. In addition to
reinterpreting the history of the site, the colonnade contributes to an active
and inviting streetscape and clearly distinguishes the common areas within
the building to the more private, residential floors above.
The colonnade further denotes a connection to its surroundings, creating
a link to Urbanest’s second building currently under construction. The two
buildings will work together as one, joined by a bridge and a multifunctional
pocket park which can transform into an outdoor cinema or event space.
To create a sense of community, we embraced a neighbourhood concept
by breaking down the number of students living together into a series
of smaller groups, aiding social interaction and relationship building. On
ground and first floor are bright, welcoming common spaces which activate
the street front like a veranda. The interior continues to encourage social
interaction and a relaxed vibe; with bright colours, modern facilities and
spaces for the students to mingle including a cinema, games room, rooftop
terrace and collaborative study areas.
In this increasingly competitive and global context, Urbanest has created
a comfortable, multi-cultural home for students from afar, while honouring
the history and transformation of this international city.
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The site is wedged
between the
old warehouse
district of Ultimo
and the shimmer
and newness of
Darling Harbour,
the boundary of old
and new Sydney

Title page The western facade evokes the colours and patterns of the brick
warehouses of Ultimo
Far left The eastern facade has angled panels that shimmer like the harbour.
Left The common areas are arranged behind the colonnade along the street.
Above The colonnade creates a dynamic streetscape and frames the common areas
behind it. The form evokes the trusses and gantries of the railway goods yard that
occupied the site until the 1980s.
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Above The deep set windows and
sloping sills create a play of light and
shade
Right Main entry and stair
Far right The façade offers the city a
burst of colour and contrasts playfully
against a bright blue Sydney sky.
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growing sydney
MICHAEL HEENAN
Greater Sydney is a global city defined by its perfect harbour, its enumerate
beaches, its rivers and the surrounding national parks. How can we protect
what makes Sydney great while accommodating ever accelerating growth?

• We could double the density of the existing built fabric. This would open
up unaffordable areas to more people but undervalues the fine grain of
many of our established urban centres;

Sydneysiders inhabit one of the most beautiful cities in the world. The
primary living and working district opens onto a natural harbour unrivalled
in terms of size and beauty.

• We could accommodate most of our expanding population through
increased densities around both existing and new public transport
corridors. This strategy could be successful in ameliorating Sydney’s
growing pains without losing what is already great about our city.

There is however an unpleasant truth lurking below the surface. The
Greater Sydney Commission expects Sydney’s population to increase from
4.8 million in 2016 to 8 million in 2056. This level of population growth
can be accommodated, but right now it is making the city unliveable.
Schools are oversubscribed and hospitals are at 150% of their design
capacity. Extended morning and afternoon peaks clog the main traffic
arteries and cause extended commutes. Sydney’s median house price is
more than 10 times its median household income. A profound demographic
shift is underway whereby both young children and over 65s are rising
as a proportion of the general population, leaving an ever shrinking
demographic in-between to look after either young or old. Adding to the
anxiety is increasing pessimism about climate change and the possibility
that up to 40% of current jobs will either need to radically adapt to
technological change or disappear altogether.
These issues reflect the global change from an industrial age to an
information age, the slow take-up of clean technologies and changing
social and community norms.
WHAT IS TO BE DONE? Greater Sydney sits in a constrained river basin
that runs 55 kilometres from east to west. We need to accommodate our
expansion while still preserving the catchment of three rivers and their
tributaries with associated food growing capacity. National Parks (should)
prevent our spread to the north, south and west.
Put simply, there are three approaches to increasing the number of
dwellings and jobs within our constrained river valley:
• We could increase Sydney’s footprint, continuing our expanding sprawl.
Spatial inequality will become entrenched, as commute times increase
with housing positioned ever further from job centres, cultural and
community facilities;

Inevitably the approach for Sydney will involve some combination of all
three options.
New land releases must be planned as compact, walkable centres with
increased density and new public transport as a prerequisite.
Within established suburban and urban areas, the increases in density must
be undertaken in a meticulous way. This is a street-by-street and buildingby-building approach that comes with improved parklands and green links
as a prerequisite.
Our focus on new or extended high-density centres for housing and jobs
must be carefully targeted. Intense development focus can be supported
but only when positioned alongside new, expanded, or existing but
underutilised public transport nodes.
GROWING WITH TRANSPORT A comprehensive public transport
infrastructure implementation plan will be essential to successful growth.
This must not be a function of the election cycle. It must be a pivotal
component of our future place making that is recognised as part of the
city’s continuum from generation to generation.
Sydney Metro Northwest, Sydney Metro City and Southwest, Sydney Metro
West, the North South rail link and future extensions to these projects will
transform how this city works in the new age and they need to be the core
focus of our plans for growth.
A new Metro West would unlock the amazing potential of the Bays precinct,
Sydney Olympic Park, Camellia, Parramatta and Westmead. This line could
eventually connect to the new Aerotropolis, linking our current generation
of centres with the next one.

The North South Rail Link will create a new corridor in Western Sydney that
could enable a radical rethink of the notion of riparian zones in the city
and pair new density with the amenity of one of Sydney’s most spectacular
expanses of open space.
Central Station will expand its position as Sydney transport’s core hub
linking interstate, intrastate, airport, suburban and metro trains. A blueprint
for the future of Central Station should foresee the addition of up to
fourteen different platforms while it’s a live station. It needs to have five
high speed intercity platforms, three new metro lines, five new suburban
platforms, two new light rail interchanges and further potential built-in.
This blueprint would generate the opportunity for a significant increase in
density at the very best transport node in the city, equivalent to London’s
St Pancras and Kings Cross. As with all new and upgraded stations, the
focus on an expanded public realm should be predominant. At Central, a
new public square should anchor the south end of George Street. Belmore
Park should integrate with the station. The cleaving of Surry Hills and Ultimo
should finally be healed with decking covering the rail lines.

Above Stockland Balgowlah Village, designed by AJ+C for Stockland. Residential midrise towers built over a regional shopping centre. Image: AJ+C photography
Over page Melrose Park Residences, designed by AJ+C for Payce. Part of a new town
centre with 5000 dwellings alongside the Parramatta River and Light Rail Stage 2.
Visualisation by Binyan Studios.
If we are to accommodate our growing population and changing demographics,
Greater Sydney will need to more than double the number of dwellings in its borders
within the next 40 years.
We will need to build 40,000 dwellings per annum with commensurate employment,
community infrastructure and transport investment. To achieve that number we will
need to increase residential construction by 25% above even our busiest previous
years of construction, and retain that pace every year for the next 40 years.
In real terms, accommodating 80% of the predicted residential growth equates to
15,000 new 8-storey buildings, 10,000 12-storey buildings or 5000 25-storey buildings
by 2056.
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HOW TO GROW CITIES There is no single solution to these
issues. We must develop a multi-part strategy that includes the
following:
• Build new density and compact centres throughout the
existing city.
• Intensify and infill around existing and new transport hubs
and main streets.
• Create diversity and affordability in mixed use zonings which
allow compact mixed use buildings.
• Use previously developed land ahead of greenfield sites to
protect open spaces and green connectivity.
• New developments on larger brownfield and greenfield
sites need to start by respecting and enhancing the flow of
water, the natural topography and green spaces as part of
a network.
• Design the public realm – from the paving to the seats,
the street furniture, the squares and the parks – before
determining the development yields.
• Prioritise walking, cycling, public transport, emergency
services, deliveries and only then consider private cars.
• Start to design new streets for future transport. Shared
autonomous vehicles are going to revolutionise our
public streets and make millions of private parking spaces
redundant.
• Our plans for the future must be advocated by the community
and delivered through elected government, not driven by
private interest.
• There must be a powerful vision, innovative governance and
financials, an outstanding public realm, whole of precinct
transport plan, comprehensive public participation and
commitment to design excellence established before we
start to talk about the design and delivery of the buildings.
If these strategies were adopted by federal and state
governments, local councils, planning authorities and the
community at large, it may be possible to halt the decline in
amenity and to create well designed vibrant places to live, work
and enjoy this great city.

work place and city: in search
of a new reconciliation
RICHARD FRANCIS-JONES
WORK Like our cities, our workplace is undergoing dramatic and significant
change. Gone are the cellular cubicles and technology that bound us to the
desk. We are now liberated through the mobility of our technology.

that is responsive adjusting to the position of the sun and occupant need to

Vast amounts of data and extended global communications are available to
us through intuitive, flexible and mobile portals like your smartphone and
laptop. We are working more in the cloud of data and in virtual relationships
of exchange.

city. It is a tower of two forms, joined by an external core and podium. These

We are free of location and liberated from the constraints of the office
environment. We no longer need to go to a particular place to do our work,
so why go to work at all?

tower form is raised on slender columns to create sheltered public spaces

Of course, access to technology was never really the reason we went to
work, we go to work to be in a place of collaboration and the of exchange
ideas, to draw on the collective energy of our colleagues and the vision and
leadership of our organisation.
So we want to be in the city with everyone else. We want work environments
that are flexible, responsive and adaptable but also healthy, human,
supportive, rich and varied environments that reflect the diversity of our
work. And for the more advanced organisations an environment that
reflects their values and aspirations. That relates these organisations not
only to their own staff and shareholders but to the broader community.
These organisations want highly efficient and productive work environments
but also despite their global markets or perhaps because of them, seek
a sense of the uniqueness of place, be it New York, Shanghai, London or
Sydney, they are drawn to what is authentic and unique about that place.
Ideally, they also want to be a little inspired by where they work in a way
that reflects their own values and aspirations.
200 George Street seeks to respond to these changing and evolving
concepts and to make a different kind of workplace tower, a building that
reinterprets and honours the uniqueness of its place and grows out of its
site, a warm human tower made of natural timber, and a tower environment

create a healthy and sustainable workplace.
CITY FORM We wanted to create a tower that could be shaped by the
forms gently transition with the ground to define streets, laneways and
create new public spaces.
A podium meets the ground and defines the street. While the northern
and street life and to address tight and pedestrian laneways.
Place Most office towers also tend to be heavy on their site and eradicate
the history and layering of the site. They are anonymous in this sense too,
looking the same no matter what city they are in and they struggle to create
public spaces that are not overshadowed and windy.
We sought to create a tower that could grow out of its site, in the source of
its inspiration, its material and character and in doing so somehow reveal,
interpret and reinforce its unique site and sense of place.
Our site was at the 1788 shoreline of Sydney Harbour, the site of European
settlement and it’s ensuing clash of cultures, at this very edge of original
water meeting land, now completely obscured by city building.
We uncovered and marked this exact line through our site, the line of water
meeting land and also of cultures violent meeting.
Our new ground steps down at this point giving a real sense of the original
topography.
This new ground folds up to a fluid form of granite transitioning to layers of
Australian recycled hardwood that enclose a cafe.
The lifting up of the stone steps and fluid form reveals the rich archaeology
found on site. We have created windows through the ground into our past,
where archaeology is displayed, not in a dry chronology, but in composed

